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EDITORIAL 


Education: Child-Centered 
or Christ-CenteredP 


This is the issue in education today according 
to Principal J. Chr. Coetzee of Potchefstroom 
University for Christian Higher Education. Ac- 
cording to this veteran scholar: 


“Tesus Christ’s claim on modern education 
is a total claim: a renewal of the aim of educa- 
tion, a return to the Christian view of man, 
a restoration of the teacher as the responsible 
partner, a new program of studies in Nature 
and in Scripture, a rebirth of the Christian idea 
of freedom and obedience, a complete surrender 


of man to God.” 


In a current number of the Evangelical Quar- 
terly, Coetzee writes: ‘““Modern education is more 
than a mere negation of Christian education; it 
is a systematic non-Christian, sometimes even an 
anti-Christian education. In the American John 
Dewey and in the Englishman T. Percy Nunn, 
modern education has found its two great ex- 
ponents: both reject creation and a Creator ; 
Although there may be divergent modern philoso- 
phies of education, they all have the same funda- 
mental ideas, viz., humanism, evolutionism, and 
pragmatism or instrumentalism or experimental- 
ism.”” Conversely Christian Education also has 
“‘ust three fundamental ideas, viz., theism, crea- 
tionism and revelationism.” 


The child-centered education has six “new” 
articles of faith, namely: (1) freedom, (2) child 
initiative, (3) the active school, (4) child interest 
as the orienting centre of the school, (5) creative 
self-expression, (6) co-operative living. The Chris- 
tian school likewise has some six articles of faith: 
(1) the foundation is the Word of God, the 
guiding principle the life and world view deduced 
from that Word, (2) the biblical doctrine of 
man as created by God in His image, fallen into 
sin, saved by Christ, called to know, love and 
serve God, (3) the teacher acts in the place of 
the parent as the responsible partner co-operating 
with the ones taught, (4) the syllabus covers 
both Scripture and nature, (5) the medium is 
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love, love towards God and towards man, love 
in freedom and in obedience, (6) the Christian 


school lives and thrives by the covenant of God — 


W.C.R. 


with man. 


Living! ! 


The validity of the Christian faith rests squarely 
on the fact that Christ is living today. We do 
not worship a dead Christ. Such an one would 
be unworthy of worship. 


We praise God for the fact that He died on 
the cross and we know that our salvation depends 
on that which He did for us at Calvary. 


But this redemption was made valid through — 
His overcoming the power of death and the grave, 


and the resurrection becomes the capstone of 
the gospel message. 


early apostles appealed and was a basic factor in 
the spread of the church across the world. | 


The resurrection of Christ — a physical, bodily | 
fact — is attested by the record. He was seen — 


by one, by two, by eleven and one time by about 


five hundred individuals. 


These separated appearances, to many types of 


individuals and under differing circumstances, were © 


accompanied, we are told, by many infallible proofs. 


These men saw Him; they touched Him; they 
ate with Him; they heard Him speak; they saw 
Him taken up from their presence and heard the 
clear statement of His certain return. 


We center our love, our faith and our hope 
in a living Christ: 


He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today, 
He walks with me and talks with me, 
Along life’s narrow way, 


He lives, He lives, salvation to impart, 
You ask me how I know He lives? 
He lives within my heart. 


—Alfred H. Ackley 
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of human attainment. 


Soon after his conversion Stuart Hamblen was 
sitting in an airport reading his New Testament. 
A man stopped and struck up a conversation, then | 
remarked: “You don’t believe what you are read- 
ing, do you?” Hamblen replied: “I sure do.” The 
inquisitive one sneered: ‘““Why the man they are 
talking about in that book has been dead nearly 


2000 years.” As quick as a flash Hamblen said: 
“Listen, brother, I have news for you; I was 
talking with Him just ten minutes ago.” 


The risen and living Christ is the very center 


of our faith and hope. He is also the center of the 


message which brings eternal life within the scope 


L.N.B. 


Christian Marriage 


“Whom God has joined together, let not man 
put asunder.” 


The whole matter of marriage, divorce, and the 
re-marriage of divorced persons is before our pres- 


byteries for action. The 1956 Assembly adopted - 


an Ad Interim Report of a Committee, for whose 
members we hold the highest respect. The fact 
that this has been sent down to the presbyteries 
invites discussion that the lamp of truth being 
shaken the light may shine the brighter. 


First, we note that the committee acknowledges 
that they have no clear guidance as to the will 
of the Holy Spirit on the matter. Since that is 
the case, why not wait on the Lord until His will 
becomes clear? Why change our Confession when 
there is no clear leading as to the way in which 
we ought to go. : 


Secondly, is the reason that the Church ought 
not to share through her ministers in establishing 
marriage likely to increase the sanctions thrown 
around this event, or to decrease them? Most peo- 
ple think of marriage in the church by the minister, 
the ambassador of God, as the sign of God’s bless- 
ing and action in establishing marriage. A church 
marriage has been a tower of strength in main- 
taining the tie unbroken. Because there are civil 
matters for the state to decide, it does not follow 
that there are not divine sanctions involved. The 
act of the Church of God is the assurance that 
God has joined the two in Christian marriage. 


Thirdly, let us get the main drive of Moses in 
Genesis 1 and 2 as in Deuteronomy, of our Lord 
Jesus in Mark, Luke and Matthew, of Paul in 
Romans 7 and in I Cor. 7 before focusing on 


detailed variations. Each was intent on maintain- 
ing the sanctity and permanence of marriage. 
Will the total effect of suggested changes further 
that intent, or will the divergence from the teach- 
ing of our Lord, in its fundamental intent, be 
greater as a result of the change than now? 


Fourthly, as to the detailed variations between 
Matthew on the one hand and Mark-Luke on 
the other, certain considerations are here offered. 
If objection be taken to “the Matthew exception” 
on the ground that it is the view of the Shammai 
school of scribes; may not objection be made to 
the Markan form on the ground that in its state- 
ment and in the reason annexed it is almost iden- 
tical with that of the Damascus Sect? In both 
cases, however, the motive of our Lord was dif- 
ferent, namely the desire to do the pure will of 


God. 


May the case of the exception, given twice in 
Matthew, be the result of a question or objection 
made by a hearer, accepted by the Teacher and 


combined by Matthew? May not the Risen Lord 


have guided Mark and Luke to give the condemna- 
tion of divorce in a single, ringing testimony 
against the free and easy customs of the pagan 
world? And may He not likewise have guided 
Matthew to write the exception for the Jews in 
view of the way that the issue then stood among 


them ? W.C.R. 


_ The Gospel Solves the 
Puzzle of Philosophy 


The Saviour tells us that the scribe in the 
Kingdom should be like a good householder, bring- 
ing out of his storehouse things new and old. 
After a considerable study of much of the current 
thought on the resurrection it is interesting to 
return to the DISCOURSES ON REDEMP- 
TION by Stuart Robinson of Kentucky for he 
has a good distinction between the Apostolic doc- 
trine of immortality and everlasting life and that 
of the philosophical schools. 


The reasoning of Socrates, Plato and Cicero 
for immortality was not very conclusive. Socrates 
replied to his judges: “To die is one of two 
things: either the soul is annihilated or it passes 
into some other state.” Nor is their doctrine very 
comforting. For leaving out of account the grace 
of God and the mission of Christ, this reasoning, 
if valid, lands one in “an immortal hell.” Nor 
thirdly, is it very logical, since the being that re- 
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ceives the reward or the punishment is only a 
soul and so is not the same order of being as did 


the good or the bad acts. 


“As a matter of fact, moreover, the utmost 
extent of the argument of the classic philosophy 
is to prove that the soul may exist, because it has 
a capacity for endless existence. But this is very 
far from proving that it shall exist. Socrates ar- 
gued that the soul is uncompounded, and there- 
fore, dissolves not as the body, and may continue 
to exist. But while the soul is an uncompounded 
existence, it is yet a dependent existence, and there- 
fore, if God please, may cease to exist. God need 


only stop the outgoing of life from Himself, and © 


in a moment He would be alone in the universe.” 

“The Apostolic argument finds the basis of an 

immortality, not in the inherent nature of the 

soul itself, which is a dependent existence, and 

_ therefore if God please may terminate, but in the 

connection of the race with the Redeemer who has 


secured the immortality not only of the soul but. 


of the whole compounded nature—physical as well 
as spiritual.” 

“Any and every attempt to subvert the great 
truth of the resurrection (of Christ) as an his- 
toric fact—no matter under what pious disguise, 
or from what intention—is nothing else than sim- 
ple infidelity, and leads us back to mere heathen- 
ism. For, as the Apostle declares, If Christ be not 
risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith 
is also vain. Yea and we are found false witnesses 
of God, and those which are fallen asleep in Christ 
are perished.” W.C.R. 


“This I Believe” 

Many of us have heard Edward R. Murrow’s 
program under the above title. Some have read 
the two books already published in which will be 
found about one hundred of these “affirmations.” 


That these statements of faith come from many > 


prominent people has greatly increased the interest 
with which they have been received. For that 
reason, the tragic lack of any true Christian faith 
in most of them is all the more to be regretted. 


On the one hand they indicate man’s innate de- 
sire to believe something. On the other they reflect 
the futility of setting up one’s own religion. 


Humanism is a welcome substitute to some for 
the Christian faith because it magnifies man and 
caters to the ego of those who espouse it. 


On the other hand the Christian faith demands 
an humbling of mind and heart and a bending of 
the will to God and His Christ. As a result the 
Christian magnifies Christ and not his own beliefs. 


The Christian believes in Christ. 


The Humanist believes in himself and in man 


round about him. L.N.B. 
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Man Is Responsible! 
Calvin on Job. 34.27 


One of the interesting features of the recent 


‘meeting of the Board of World Missions was 


the presentation of a first edition of Calvin's 
Sermons on Job, a gift from the Theological 
Seminary at Montpelier, France. Rev. Paul 
Vreeland, to whom the valuable book was given 
in the first place, announced that it was to be 
placed in the Library of Union Theological 
Seminary, Richmond. This was a most appro- 
priate designation since Union has given gen- 
erously to help the Seminary at Montpelier. 


The late Professor Auguste Lecerf of Paris 
used Job 34.27 to show that Calvin did not 


let his doctrine of Predestination destroy man’s 


will or responsibility. In Etudes Calvinistes, 
p. 27, he writes: “If they will repent and be- 


lieve the. Gospel they will be saved. And one 


cannot object that the loss of free will, that 
the original inability puts them in the position 
that willing it is impossible. If it be true that 
they are not able of themselves, it is also true 
that in the call of God. there is given the phys- 
ical and psychological ability to respond: 


“Because,” says Calvin, “when your God teaches 
you, when He accords you the privilege of the 
revelation of His will, it is as if He puts life in 
your hands; but you reject it and you seek for 
nothing else but death! If anyone turns 
himself away he cannot say that he 


has erred because he could not do better; but 
on the contrary, he is the cause of all the evil 


and that ought to be imputed to him entirely.” 
Sermon on Job, 34.27 


In the iaeiin, IIJ.i1.35 Calvin agrees with 
Augustine that it was in order to teach us that 
the act of believing is owing to the divine gift, 
not to human merit that our Saviour declared, 
“No man can come to Me, except the Father 
which hath sent Me draw him; except it were 
given unto him of My Father.” “It is wonder- 
ful, that two persons hear: one despises, the 
other ascends. Let him who despises, impute 
it to himself; let him who ascends not arrogate 
it to himself. Christ, when He illumi- 
nates us with faith by the power of His Spirit, 
at the same time ingrafts us into His body, that 
we may become partakers of all His benefits.” 

W.C.R. 
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From Another Age 


By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


John Donne was born in London in 1571 or 
1572. He was reared a Roman Catholic and lived 
a dissolute life. After a time his studies led him 
to abandon the Roman church, and still later 
he became an Anglican. This change was un- 
doubtedly based on a true conversion, for he broke 
off his evil ways, became a vicar, and preached 
with evident sincerity to his former companions 
in viee. 


Donne was not favorably impressed with Cal- 
He considered reprobation a harsh doc- 
trine. The diffidence, the gloomy tinge of Puritan 
character, the morbidity of the Reformed people 
repelled him. In one of his sermons he says that 
he met with seven diffident and dejected souls for 
every presumptuous one. 


Well, times have changed. Today we no longer 
meet so many difhdent souls nor so few presumptu- 
ous ones. Evangelists sometimes teach that assur- 
ance is of the essence of salvation; they even doubt 
the salvation of any individual who has not full 
assurance. ‘This, of course, is not Reformation doc- 
trine. 


It is rather strange, at any rate, that Calvinism 
should be pictured as a gloomy religion. If Donne 
accepted the Arminian view, if he denied predes- 
tination and irresistible grace, we may wonder 
how he could be so happy about it? Those who 
believe that one may fall from grace, those who 
believe that salvation once possessed can later be 
lost, have no good reason for confidence. ‘Their 
perseverance depends on their own power, not 
on God. How can they be sure that they will » 
attain heaven? It is Calvinistic theology alone 
that can give solid comfort to the diffident heart. 


Now, it may be true that the sixteenth century 
and early seventeenth had too much of a tendency 
toward timidity and doubt. John Bunyan, for 
all of his Pilgrim’s Progress, was not a happy 
soul. But it is also probable that the twentieth 
century is too light-hearted, too insincere, too care- 
less, too indifferent to the things of God, too 
comfortable in the sinful world. The times have 
indeed changed, but not necessarily for the better. 


With an acknowledgement of great variety 
among personalities, each of us should seriously 
measure his life by the Scriptural standard. Let 
us then lay aside every weight and run the race 
with patience and circumspection. 


The Reformed Doctrine of The 
Bodily Resurrection of Christ 


By William Childs Robinson, Th.D., D.D. 


This address by Dr. Wm. C. Robinson on the Bodily Resurrection of Christ, was a popular presenta- 


tion based on a carefully prepared and fully documented paper. 


The full thesis was written for use 


in his course in Apologetics and possibly for publication in a theological periodical at a later date. If 


so used, it is hoped that the full text will be circulated in 


Church. Meanwhile the Southern 


Our 


Presbyterian Journal is presenting from its tape recording that part of the work which was set forth 


in the address at Weaverville on August 15th. 


Forty years ago an old professor, Dr. L. A. 
Fox of Roanoke College, took the-time and trouble 
to show to the students from fhe Scriptures that. 
Jesus Christ really rose from/ the dead, and by 
His cross the living Christ, the risen Christ, called 
some of us into his ministry. 


The incarnation, crucifixion and_ resurrection 
vf Jesus Christ are the events which distinguish 
Christianity from Mohammedanism and Judaism. 
Whatever similarities there may be between the 
teacher of righteousness of the Qumran sect and 
Jesus, the Resurrection marks out the vast differ- 
ence between the two. 


A renewed emphasis upon the resurrection is, 
however, relevant at this time. In Latin Chris- 
tianity the profusion of crucifixes focuses the eye 
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upon the crucified, dead Jesus, leaving to the evan- 
gelical church a special responsibility for proclaim- 
ing the risen living Lord. In American Protestant- 
ism the weight of old liberalism still swings many 
away from the bodily “physical” resurrection of 
Christ witnessed in the New Testament to a so- 
called “spiritual resurrection” at death befitting 
Plato’s society of souls in an idealistic universe. 
European scholarship is disentangling the Hellen- 
istic man from the Biblical man, recognizing that 
the body is God’s handiwork and accepting the 
unity of the whole inner and outer man both in 
this life and in the age to come. Yet the influence 
of existentialism leads some of these scholars to 
present the death of Christ as the sole factual event 
in the Gospel with the resurrection as merely an 


expression of the eschatological significance of His 
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death, a myth whose meaning is real only in faith. 
The pesdimism resulting from inadequate pre- 
sentations can be lifted only by the proclamation 
of the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ as a 
factual occurrence, an act of God’s self-disclosure 
in truly divine dimensions. 


THE GOSPEL OF THE RESURRECTION 


By the resurrection of the Lord Jesus as the 
summation of his whole ministry, God brought the 
blessings which Israel looked for only in the future 
into the present. Since Christ died for our sins 
and rose for our justification, in Him we have 
today the forgiveness of sins and the peace which 
passes human understanding. Since the risen Christ 
breathed upon his disciples and poured upon them 
at Pentecost His Holy Spirit, therefore, God’s 
Spirit bears witness with our spirits that we are 
the children of God. Since God raised up Jesus 
our Lord from the dead, He has raised us from 
the death of sin to the newness of life with Christ, 
and His resurrection is the measure of the exceed- 
ing greatness of God’s power to work in believers. 
As our faith receives the mighty work of God in 
the resurrection of Christ, we share in the Chris- 
tian hope of the new Heaven and a new earth. 
We believe in the Almighty who makes the dead 
alive and creates the things that are from nothing. 
The God who raised Jesus the Lord from the dead 
is able to save and keep and raise those who are 
Christ’s. Each of these blessings comes from the 
nail-pierced hands of the risen Redeemer. ‘The 
whole New Testament Gospel is inseparably one 
in the proclamation of the Risen One as the cruci- 
fied. The present exalted one is expressly the cruci- 
fied, the sympathizing High Priest, the Lamb in 
the midst of the throne. 


The gospel not only includes the fact of the 
death of Christ, but also the fact of the resurrec- 
tion of Christ, and in I Corinthians 15 the fact 
of the witnesses to that resurrection. On their eye- 
witnessing the gospel of the Church was built, 
and to that ocular testimony the Church must 
constantly return if She would fully safeguard 
the self-communication of God which came to us 
in Jesus. The resurrection of Jesus is not a mere 
product or precipitate from our present meeting 
with Christ. It is the other way around. 


The event of the resurrection is prior to faith 
in the risen Christ. It is the resurrection which 
creates, makes possible, calls forth and directs 
faith to the Risen One. The fact of the resurrec- 
tion proclaimed in the gospel calls us to a meeting 
with Christ in faith, The Church proclaims the 
forgiveness of sins and the hope of glory on that 
ground. The resurrection of Jesus as the deed 
of God is the presupposition of the preaching of 
the Cross, of the Church of God in Christ Jesus, 
of the Christian faith in the triune God. ‘The 
resurrection is the center that holds the whole gos- 
pel together. 
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THE LORD OF THE RESURRECTION _ 


In revealing Himself to men today, the Risen 
Christ is sovereign as truly as He was sovereign 
in the various encounters He had with His disciples 
recorded in the New Testament. The Lord is 
free to deal graciously with us in our presupposi- 
tions and in our places as, and when, and how he 
will. He may use the whole gospel with one man 
on one occasion, a particular part on another occa- 
sion. We remember that one disciple was led 
to faith by the empty tomb, namely John; Peter 
by the appearing of Christ to him; Thomas by 
the appearing plus the command to put his hand 
in the nail prints; some disciples after such a 
command only when the Lord had table fellow- 
ship with them. And so the Holy Spirit continues 
to bring people to faith in Christ in His own way, 
and we may not direct Him how. 


While Christ is the Lord, we are not the Lord. 
It is our duty as His servants to proclaim the 
whole counsel of God. 


Jesus was Lord in the New Testament appear 
ances, Lord in the early appearances of the forty 
days as truly as He was in the later one to Paul. 
His activity has the ruling place in the accounts 
of the resurrection appearances. The disciples 
didn’t seek out and find the Risen Lord. Each 
appearance was initiated and carried out by Him. 
He came, He drew near, He went with them, He 
appeared tc Peter, He met the women, He stood 
in the midst, He vanished from their sight. Even 
when He was seen and heard, He was only per- 
ceived as He willed it. He appeared not to all, 
but to chosen witnesses. 3 


In these primary appearances the purpose seems 
not to be to magnify His glorious state. There 
is not one word in the appearances during ‘“‘the 
forty davs” about a light shining from the Risen 
Jesus Himself. I know there is at the transfigura- 
tion. I know tere is later to Paul and to John 
on the Isle of Patmos and to Stephen, but not 
in the forty days. In fact, in that period He was 
even mistaken for a gardener. Each story, how- 
ever, reaches its climax in a recognition scene. In 
the Old Testament Theophany stories proof is 
usually offered of the supernatural or the divine 
character of the Visitant. In the gospel stories the 
proofs tend to show His real humanity. He has 
flesh and blood. He bears wounds in ‘His body. 


He even eats human food. 


Moreover, these several appearances recall the 
earlier meetings with the disciples. He Who fed 
the thousands and sat as housefather at the Lord’s 
Table is again made known as He blesses and 
breaks the bread. The Risen One finds the fish- 
ermen at their old haunts, and the second miracu- 
lous draft of fishes reminds us of the first. Peter’s 
leaving the boat to go to Jesus on the land reminds 
us of his earlier leaving the boat to walk upon 
the waters. The Great Commission in Matthew 
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reminds us of His instruction to the disciples earlier 
in the 10th chapter of Matthew, and the Church 
Order in that Great Commission reminds us of 
the Church Order in Matthew 18: 15-20. Mary 
recognizes her Master when He calls her by name. 

Three times Jesus is reported as directing to 
His hands, His feet, or His side the eyes of His 
disciples. Moreover, when He raised up His hands 
to bless the bread, the wounds would have been 
made visible there. Thus, our Risen Lord identi- 
fied Himself to His disciples as Jesus of Nazareth 
and His body as the one that had been crucified 
for us. 


THE COMPLETENESS 
OF THE RESURRECTION 


The Bible sets forth the unity of the whole 
inner and outer man as God’s handiwork. ‘The 
Bible idea of personality is an animated body, not 
an incarnated soul. The Bible does not teach a 
Platonic, an Orphic, or a Gnostic dualism which 
places the soul, or spirit, over against the body 
as different in source, origin, and ultimate des- 
tinies. According to the Bible our bodies are not 
prisons of the soul; they are temples of the Holy 
Ghost. They are members of Christ and are not 
to be made the members of a harlot. Death is 
not the great friend of the soul, but the last enemy 
of Christ. It is death not the body which is con- 
quered in the resurrection of Christ, for his resur- 
rection is a bodily resurrection. 


It is not that a part only of Jesus lived again, 
or was resurrected. The whole man Jesus died 
and rose, emptying the grave. The Risen One 
had a body. He could draw near, walk with the 
disciples, recline with them at the table, break 
the bread, eat and drink, and thus, had a real 
body. The Risen Jesus had his own real body, the 
body which had been crucified. 


While the resurrection was a corporeal or a 
physical event, it was, of course, not merely a 
bodily event. The wisdom of the Risen One 
opened the minds of the apostles to interpret the 
Old Testament Messianically. His Lordship chal- 
lenged their wills with the Great Commission. His 
love made their hearts burn with a new devotion. 
His spiritual blessings endued them with peace, 
repentance, pardon, restoration. His fellowship 
with them established the Church of God in Christ 
Jesus. And each of these impacts of the Risen 
Saviour upon His disciples was an added con- 
firmation of His resurrection. Each of the several 
modes of manifestation buttressed the others, mak- 
ing a cumulative effect upon the apostles’ percep- 
tion. They established the objective character of 
the resurrection as a thing of God’s doing, not of 
the disciples’ making. | 


THE WITNESS OF SENSE PERCEPTION 


Our Lord showed the fullness of His victory 


over death and the grave and the completeness of - 


the Creator’s control over earth as well as heaven 
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by the bodily nature of His resurrection, and by 
its attestation to the physical senses of the dis- 
ciples. 


In revealing His risen presence, Christ appears 
to them that their eyes may identify Him as their 


- Master of Galilee and Saviour of Calvary. He 


directs them to handle Him that their hands may 
attest that He is no apparition, but Himself in 
the body. Since the ultimate purpose of the resur- 
rection is the unveiling of God to men, every 
appearance is bound to a revelation in words. Even 
on the road to Damascus Paul not only saw the 
Lord, he also heard the voice of His mouth. 


The several appearings and the meeting with 
a number of persons (above 500 at one time) 
removed the pg@sibility that these phenomena could 
be merely oné individual’s hallucination. In accord 
with Jewish prejudice the eleven dismissed the 
testimony of the women, but when they made 
their testimony to Thomas, he also doubted. 


Indeed some even doubted on the Mount, and 
unbelief is repeated over and over again in the 
longer ending of Mark. The Holy Spirit used 
their physical as well as their social, intellectual, 
and spiritual contacts with the resurrected Christ 
to draw the company of disciples around the corner 
from unbelief to faith in the victory of their Lord 
and Saviour. In the light of His resurrection, the 
corporate witness of the apostolic body is: God 
has reconciled us to Himself by the death of His 
Son. 


THE TESTIMONY OF EYE-WITNESSES 


The New Testament accounts do not present 
the appearances of Jesus as the imaginings of 
false witnesses, but as facts outside the witnesses 
which on that account called them to faith. Luke 
24 :34-43 is a kind of comprehensive gospel of the 
resurrection in which Jesus stands in the midst of 
the disciples. In reciprocal conversation He meets 
the doubts and dialectics of their troubled hearts. 


He directs them, “Behold my hands and my 
feet and convince yourselves that it is I myself. 
Handle me and see, because a spirit has not flesh 
and bones as ye behold me having,” or as Dr. 


Dodd renders it, “Feel me and look. A _ ghost 


has not flesh and blood as ye see that I have.” 


‘The Holy Spirit brings the Church back to these 


eye-witnesses again and again that She may be 
sure of the reality of the revelation which God 
made:of Himself in Jesus Christ. 


THE TESTIMONY OF 
HEARING THE RISEN CHRIST 


In the gospels the Risen Jesus speaks to His 
disciples as one weeps in the garden, as two walk 
by the way, to some at the table, to others by the 
sea, to an appointed gathering on the mountain. 
He engages in conversations with them, meeting 
their questions with His assurance, “It is I my- 
self.”” At times he calls one sheep by name “Miriam, 
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Thomas, Simon, Saul.’”” At other times the ad- 
dress is to a group, “All hail!’ ‘Peace be unto 
you.”” He uses the familiar words of blessing at 
the table. He reminds them of the words He 
has spoken before His crucifixion. He _ teaches 
them again of repentance and forgiveness. He 
asks for food. He promises the Spirit. He gives 
solemn commandments, charges, commissions. 


Matthew gives the Great Commission in a stu- 
pendous sweep that is worthy only of the Lord 
Jesus, the conqueror of death. Luke records His 
showing the disciples in the Old Testament that 
the Messiah must suffer, rise from the dead, enter 
into His glorv, and that repentance and forgive- 
ness be preached in His name unto all nations. 
Thus were the disciples made apostles that they 
might bear witness of the things which they had 
seen and heard, supporting their testimony by the 
word of prophecy and looking to the Spirit to use 
it to bring their hearers to faith in Christ, crucified 
and risen. 


THE TESTIMONY OF HANDLING 
THE WORD OF LIFE 


When the Risen Jesus met the women returning 
from the tomb, thev laid hold of his feet and 
worshipped Him. The account of Jesus’ meeting 
with Mary Magdelene (John 20) is variously in- 
terpreted. “The King James’ rendering may be 
understood thus: ‘Touch me not, for I have not 
vet ascended, but I am about to ascend to my 
Father, and thereafter I can be touched and han- 
dled.” When the Risen One did appear later that 
day to the apostles and breathed upon them the 
Spirit, presumably He had already ascended to 
the Father, had already been glorified, for He 
bids them handle Him. 


Since the present imperative with “Me” (the 
Greek is Me Mou Hoptu) means to “make an 
end of an existing situation,” several translations 
and commentaries render Jesus’ words to Mary: 
“Stop touching me. Do not hold me. Do not 
keep clinging to me.” The same is then inter- 
preted: “Cease holding me. It is true that I have 
not vet ascended to my Father and your Father, 
but I am about to do so. This is what you are to 
tell my brothers.’”’ According to Dr. Barrett, the 
most recent English commentator on the Gospel 
of John, John was of the opinion that the resur- 
rected body was physically real. 


Luke 24 records the command of the Lord to 
the disciples to handle Him that they may know 
He is not a spectre, but flesh and bones. In his 
epistle to the Smyrnian Ignatius of Antioch who 
wrote about 110 is the following: ‘“‘And when 
the Risen Jesus came to those with Peter, He 
said to them, “Take hold, handle me and see that 


I am not a bodiless demon.’” ‘The Johannine | 


record refers to the same appearance. Here the 
Lord bids the disciples to see His hands and side 
and probably lays His hands on them as He 
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breathes on them the spirit and ordains them 
apostles. 


Thomas could find some ground for his insist- 
ence that he put his finger in the nail holes and 
his hand into the pierced side in the word of the 
Lord to the other disciples to handle Him and 
see that He had flesh and bones and in their re- 


ports of doing what their Lord commanded them 


to do. The natural longing of the human heart 
is to grasp again a loved one. Moreover, only by 
an assurance of the reality of the resurrection 
could Thomas give his testimony with full con- 
viction. The Risen Lord met his request in every 
detail that the apostolic faith might be distinguished 
from an illusion and the apostles’ witness to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus might sound forth 
with power and great grace be upon the people. 


On this appearing to the apostles, the risen Lord 
again bared the wounds of the cross in His hands 
and in His side and bade Thomas, “Reach hither 
thy finger and see my hand. Reach hither thy 
hand and put it into my side and be not faithless, 
but believing.’”’ Thomas answered and said unto 
him, “Mv Lord and my God!” Amid various in- 
terpretations of this meeting the following is. of- 
fered from Professor Markus Barth now of Chi- 
cago. “While John 20:29 only mentions the see- 
ing, there is scarcely any room for assuming that 
the touching which Thomas had requested and 
which Jesus now commanded was not carried out.” 
Thomas’ “My Lord!” was no abstract affirmation. 
As the disciple obeved his risen Lord, it was true 
of Thomas as of the other apostles “that which 
we have seen with our eyes and our hands have 
handled declare we unto you.”’ 


The risen Lord appeared and spoke to his apos- 


tles that they might accept and proclaim the revela- 


tion in Him. He offered them His body to be han- 
dled that by the grace of God their bodies might 
bear witness to Him. He bared to them the precious 
wounds that they might stand when they were 
called to be martyrs for Him Who died for them 
and for us. 

On two occasions when the disciples were gath- 
ered within, the doors having been closed for fear 
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst. 
In these cases we have something which is an 
absolute miracle. Our acceptance of these unex- 
plained miracles does not in itself contradict other 


elements in the account, such as the Lord’s bidding 


Thomas handle His wounds. Neither does it reverse 
the doctrine in John’s Gospel that the resurrection 
of the dead means their coming forth out of the 
tomb and the rebuilding of the temple of the bodv. 
Most of all this acceptance accords with what is 
evident in all the appearances, namely that He Who 
has all authority in heaven and earth is Lord. 


If, however, instead of starting with the miracu- 
lous fact THAT our Lord came and stood in the 
midst of the disciples one begins with rationalistic 
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inferences as to how He entered, sundry hypotheses 
are possible. Yet it is not evident that the writer 
of the Gospel favored any of them. One view is 
that He passed through the closed doors. The 
Bible doesn’t say that. It is only a hypothesis. From 
this some assume that he must have been or have 


become a ghost in order to accomplish the feat. 


This thinking often ends in a Doketic resurrection 
and a Christ over whom man’s inferences and the 
mere doors of the house were lord. The angel of 
the Lord twice brought Peter out of prison, the 
doors of which had been closed and locked. Yet 
the disciples’ inference that the one knocking at 
their door was only Peter’s angel was in error 
as you will find if you read Acts 12:10-15. 


Many of the first century houses were built 
around an open court. Their two massive doors, 
one following the other, were on the side adjoining 
the street while the-dining room was _ regularly 
on the opposite side of the court. If the disciples 
were in such a triclinicum or dining room absorbed 
in discussing the reports of their Lord’s appear- 
ances they would not have known if these outer 


doors had opened before and closed behind the- 


entering Lord, as the iron gate opened of its own 
accord before Peter and the angel. Our older re- 
formed exegetes such as John Calvin and Matthew 
Henry understood that the doors were opened to 
admit the Lord. Indeed, by His death and resur- 
rection the Lord opened for His Church even the 
gates of death and the doors of the Kingdom. 
(Matthew 16). 


A third hypothesis (or, if you want to call it 
that, a third guess. These are all guesses) is that 
our Lord descended into the open court (if he 
ascended at all he had no trouble descending into 
the open ceurt), leaving the great doors still closed. 
As we do not know how the Lord saw fit to ac- 
complish the miracle of His coming and standing 
in their midst, we may not say that He had to 
be a bodiless spirit in order to enter. 3 


THE TESTIMONY OF TABLE 
FELLOWSHIP WITH CHRIST 


At the Last Supper the Lord spoke of eating 
and drinking again with the disciples in the King- 
dom of God. After the resurrection there are 
accounts of our Lord’s having table fellowship with 


the disciples, twice in Luke, once certainly and — 


twice probably in Acts, once in John, once in the 
longer ending of Mark, once in Ignatius to the 
Smyrnians, once in the Gospel to the Hebrews. 
These occasions are reflected in Revelation 3:20 
“If any man hear my voice and open the door, I 
will come in to him and sup with him and he 


with Me.” 


The risen Jesus came close enough to the dis- 


ciples to eat with them, to touch and be touched 
by them, to breathe upon them. Until the resur- 


rection they had been concerned with fragrant 
ointments for His burial. Yet so tremendous was 
the actuality of the resurrection that many days 
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after His death there was no suggestion of that 
which Martha feared at the tomb of Lazarus. On 
the contrary, the oral gospel in Acts uses the phrase- 
ology of the Psalmist “‘His flesh did not see cor- 
ruption” to set forth the reality of the resurrection 
as God’s victory over sin and death, the enthrone- 
ment of Christ in His heavenly reign. 


_ There is an interesting testimony, if we have 
time to mention it, that has recently been discov- 
ered from the middle of the second century that 
shows the disciples using their five senses. This 
comes from the sermon called The Gospel of Truth: 
After the resurrection of Christ, He gave 
them the possibility of knowing, for as they saw 
and heard Him - He granted them to taste and 
smell and touch. Him — the Beloved Son. He 
came in the flesh without anything hindering 
His path. 7 | 


(Chairman calls time). 


May I say this in closing? I have here before 
me a full discussion of Paul’s treatment in I Corin- 
thians fifteen, but there is not time to present it. 
Paul does not teach that our resurrection will not 
be physical. There is a translation to that effect 
in the RSV, but it is an erroneous rendering of 
the Greek. Paul says that our present body is 
psychical, not physical as the RSV gives. The fu- 
ture body will be Spiritual, but not in the sense 
that it is non-physical. This body is_ psychical, 
that is, its life-principle is soul or psychology. The 
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resurrection body will be Spiritual in the sense that 
it will be raised by the Holy Spirit and of it the 
Spirit will be the life principle. 


Neither does Paul say that the future body will 
not be flesh and blood as a hasty reading of I Cor. 
15.50 may signify. “Flesh and blood” is the sub- 
ject of that sentence, not the predicate. And “flesh 
and blood” does not mean the physical or material 
side of man as against his intellectual or spiritual 
side. In the Bible it means the whole man, human 
nature, as against God and His Spirit. This fallen 
human nature cannot inherit eternal life. It must 
be changed by the Spirit from its enmity against 
God and its corruption. Paul is talking Christian 
salvation in I Cor. 16; not Hellenistic dualism. 
When by God’s grace through Jesus Christ the 
Spirit changes our corrupt human nature and takes 
away our opposition to God, we shall live with 


God in our Spiritual bodies in a new heaven and 
a new earth. Paul believed in the bodily resurrec- 
tion of Christ and af His people. He said, “He 
shall come and change our vile bodies and make 
them like unto His glorious body.” 


The resurrection is God’s “Yes” to life, God’s 
declaration that not death but life is the last word. 
The resurrection of Christ’s body is God’s “‘Yes” 
to the body. Jesus Christ was crucified publicly 
as a malefactor. That is not God’s last public 
word about Christ. He shall come in His glory - 
publicly. As the resurrection reveals God’s “Yes” 
to the body and “Yes” to life, so the resurrection 
reveals God. Only God can raise the dead. Those 
that believe in the resurrection of the body have 
a God-centered faith and a God-centered hope. 
Thank you. | 


A Biblieal Study 
of Women in the Chureh 


of the Position 
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Union Theological Seminary 
Richmond, Va. 


In this issue we are carrying two articles on the above subject, one by Dr. James E. Bear of Union 
Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va., the other by the Rev. Gabriel Abdullah. 


This Journal will carry further articles on this subject. We believe our church would make a 
serious mistake to vote for the ordination of women elders. Among these reasons is the inescapable 
fact that such ordination would place women in a position of ecclesiastical authority over men, 
a position we believe contravenes the clear teachings of both the Old and New Testament. It 1s 
interesting to note that the Canadian Presbyterian Church has voted down the suggested plan 


to ordain women elders and deacons. 


This is the title of the Ad Interim Report 
on the subject presented to the 1956 Assembly, 
which report, with its recommendations, was 
adopted by that Assembly. —The Committee that 
prepared this report believes that it presented 
a Biblical argument which justifies its recom- 
mendations that women be allowed to speak in 
the courts of the church, and that women may 
be ordained as deacons and elders. 


As the General Assembly has sent the ques- 
tion of amending the Book of Church Order 


so as to permit the ordination of women as dea- 


cons and elders down to the Presbyteries for 
their consideration and vote, it séems wise that 
the Biblical argument which moved the Assem- 
to this action should be discussed fully. 


Since this Ad Interim Committee Report is 
rath¢éx long, the writer is undertaking to re- 
d condense the line of Biblical argument 
sd by the report. We believe the argu- 


The Editor. 


ment given below is in essential harmony with 
the thought of the report, but the writer takes 
full responsibility for this statement as it is here 
printed. We realize that no summary of a report 
can do it full justice. We only hope that this 
summary may lead many to secure and study the 
full report, so that they may be able to arrive 
at a balanced conclusion on the Biblical teach- 


ing on this subject. 


THREE BASIC TRUTHS. 


In discussing the Biblical teaching about the 
position of women in the Church, three funda- 
mental truths must be taken into account. 


First, The Church. The “church” in which 
the women are to take their proper position can- 
not be limited to the local, organized church 
with its deacons and elders. The church con- 
sists of all those who profess the true religion. 
(Confession of Faith, Ch. XXV, Sec. 2). Thus 
the church is found wherever God’s people meet 
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for worship and instruction. It is not confined 


to the eleven o’clock service, but is also the 


prayermeeting, the Church School, the groups 


on the Mission Field. The importance of this. 


will become evident as we proceed. 


Second, _ Scripture must be interpreted by 
Scripture. (Confession of Faith, Ch. I, Sec. 9). 
This means that no text can necessarily be taken 
by itself as a complete statement of the truth, 
but it must be interpreted in the light of God’s 
revelation as a whole. Sometimes a verse of the 
Bible, taken by itself, seems to be a clear and 
absolute statement of truth which gives the 
whole truth. But when it is studied in the light 
of God’s revelation as a whole, that which 
seemed to be an absolute rule, may be found to 
have exceptions and modifications. 


Third, closely connected with the second, is 
the principle, God is His Own Interpreter. The 


emphasis here is on God, who through his acts 


and through his Spirit makes his purpose and 
his will for his people clearer for them. One 
illustration of this principle is found in con- 


nection with God’s promise to Abraham about. 


his “seed,” (Gen. 12:2-3). His children were 
to be blessed and to be a blessing. The prom- 
ise seemed absolute and sweeping, and Abraham 
doubtless thought it applied to all his descend- 
ants. We know now that it did not. The line 
ran through Isaac, through Jacob, through a 
remnant. (cp. Rom. 9:6-13; 11:1-5). The Jews 
were sure, that, however restricted, the “seed’’ 
were of the Jewish race only. But they were 
wrong. The promised seed were not necessarily 
Jews, they were “men of faith” of every race. 
(Gal. 3:29). Thus in the course of revelation 
did God interpret his promise to Abraham. 


Another example is in connection with the 
seventh day as the Sabbath. The Old Testament 
injunctions, as given for example in Ex. 20:8-11 
and Jer. 17:21-27, etc., seem to be absolute and 
permanent. The seventh day is to be preserved 
as the Sabbath, and many regulations are made 
concerning it. There is no statement in the 
New Testament abrogating the seventh day 
command. Yet we, along with the early church, 
keep the first day of the week, and we have 
discarded all of the rules and regulations which 
went with the seventh day. Why? We believe 
that God through his Spirit led the early church 


_to make the change, and we feel that we are 


in accord with God’s will when we no longer 
observe the “Sabbath laws” of the Old Testa- 
ment. 


Let us take one more example of what is 
thought by many to be the leading of God in 
his church. —The New Testament tells us that 
the Holy Spirit set apart two men as the first 
missionaries, (Acts 13:2). These men took with 
them male helpers, (Mark, Timothy, Luke). 
This would be in accord with what was con- 
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sidered man’s prerogative to lead and teach and 
direct. There is no New Testament authoriza- 
tion for female missionaries, and yet today out 
of our total missionary force of 464, there are 
278 women, who have the duty of leading and 
instructing the converts, and who have an equal 
voice with the 180 male missionaries in running 
the work of the mission. Is this development, 
unauthorized by the example or teaching of 
the New Testament, the work of the devil, 
exalting women where they do not belong? Or 
is it the work of the Holy Spirit? Your Com- 
mittee believed that the Spirit of God called 
these women into this service, and that the 
Spirit led the church to send them forth to 
“teach” and “act” along with the male mission- 
aries. 


TEXTS THAT SEEM TO SUBORDINATE 
WOMEN IN THE CHURCH 


Among these texts, the Ad Interim Commit- 
tee selected two passages for special considera- 
tion. This does not mean that the Committee 
was unacquainted with the other texts that 
might be added to them. But these two were 
selected because they set forth in clear, concrete 
terms what women should not do in the church. 
Let us look at them. I Cor. 14:33b-35. “As in 
all the churches of the saints, let the women 
keep silence in the churches: for it is not per- 
mitted unto them to speak; but let them be 


in subjection, as also saith the law. And if 


they would learn anything, let them ask their 
own husbands at home; for it is shameful for 
a woman to speak in the church.” [I Tim. 
2:11-12. “Let a woman learn in quietness with 
all subjection. But I permit not a woman to 
teach, nor to have dominion over a man, but 
to be in quietness.” (A.S.V.) The subordination 
of women is seen in three things: women are 
to be silent in church, they are not to teach, they 
are not to “have dominion over a man, (A.V. 
“usurp authority”; R.S.V., “have authority”.) 


It has been the fixed tradition in our church 
that these and like verses laid down an absolute 
and permanent rule which prohibited women 
from being elected to the office of deacon or 
elder. But the prohibitions in the above verses 
are far more sweeping. They cover the whole 
area of women in the church, not just the mat- 
ter of women deacons and elders. 


If these verses are to be taken as an absolute 
and permanent rule, then it would mean that 
in any meeting of God’s people, only men could 
talk, men only would teach, men only would 
make decisions. —The women would be silent, 
be in subjection. If any one on the basis of these 
verses opposes women deacons and elders, on 
the same basis, if he is consistent, he should 
oppose much in the present life and activity 
of our church. He should advocate the silenc- 
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ing of women in the congregational meetings, 


on the committees of the local church, in the 
Church School. He should advocate the with- 
drawal of women from the Boards of our 
Church and from the Mission Fields. He would 
silence all women teachers in our church col- 
leges. These verses speak of women being szlent 


in the church, and the question of women dea- 


cons and elders is but a small part of the prob- 
lem for which consistentcy would demand the 
same solution. 


We will look forward with interest to seeing 
articles from those who oppose opening the dia- 
conate and eldership to women in which they 
will set forth what our church should do with 
our wemen if we are to consistently apply the 
prohibitions to the women in church, forbid- 
ding them to speak, to teach, or to rule. 


Your Committee is not faced by this dilemma. 


We do not believe that these and like verses | 


give a rule which is without exception and per- 
manent. Perhaps these verses lay down the prin- 
ciple that normally the responsibility for speak- 
ing, teaching and ruling rests on the men. A 
principle may have exceptions. If God, who 
created men and women, equips and calls some 
women to positions of leadership, then they are 
God’s exceptions, and they should not be barred 
from serving God by any man-made church rule. 


GOD HAS CALLED WOMEN 
TO LEADERSHIP 


Normally, in Bible times, men took the lead- 
ership. They spoke, and instructed and ruled. 
And yet, even then, the Bible shows us that 
God raised up some women to positions of 
leadership among his people. In the Old Tes- 
tament we have women like Deborah the Judge 
of Israel (Judges 4:4), and Huldah the Proph- 
etess (II Kings 22:14ff.) In the New Testament 
we have Phoebe the deaconess (Rom. 16:1) 
(The term applied to her, diakonon, may be 
translated “servant” and the word often is. Our 
word “deacon” is a transliteration of this same 
word, so we might just as well translate Phil. 
1:1, “bishops and servants,” and I Tim. 3:12, 
“Let servants be the husband of one wife.” The 
question of whether the word should be trans- 
lated “servant” or ““deacon’’ depends on whether 
the translator thinks it is used as an official 
title. Phoebe seems to have had a position of 
special responsibility in the Church of Cenchrea, 
and many feel that the word here should be 
translated “deacon.” cp. Abbott-Smith, Manual 
Greek Lexicon of the New Testament. 


The New Testament also tells us of Priscilla 
who helped to instruct the learned Apollos 
about Jesus (Acts 18:26), and about the four 
daughters of Phillip who prophesied (Acts 
21:9). These exceptions may be few, but they 
are there in the early days of the church. In 
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addition, though names are not given, Paul 
makes it clear that women were praying and 
prophesying in public worship, and he gives 
directions for their proper dress on such occa- 
sions. The Spirit had come upon the church, 
and Paul tells of the diversity of gifts of leader- 


_ ship given to the Church by the Spirit (I Cor. 


12:4-11). It is nowhere said that these gifts were 
bestowed only on men. In fact, in the only place 
where the sex of the recipients is mentioned, it 
is definitely stated that they were poured out 


equally on men and women (Acts 2:17-18.) 


Evidently the passages we have quoted (I Cor. 


14:33-35 and I Tim. 2:11-12) cannot be taken 
as rules without exceptions, for God himself 
made the exceptions and the Bible tells us about 
them. 


BUT NO WOMEN DEACONS AND ELDERS? 


For the sake of argument, let us narrow the 
discussion to this point. Some may say, “We 
admit that God has called a few women to posi- 
tions of leadership, but the Bible teaches that 
only men can be deacons and elders.” The ques- 
tion then is, can it be shown that the Bible 
teaches that these offices are open to men only? 


(1) This cannot be argued on the basis of 
the general statements about the position of 
women in the Church, like the verses we have 
quoted, or even by reference to the “headship 
of men” (I Cor. 11:3), for God himself has 
already made exceptions, and in his sovereign 
freedom may continue to do so. 


(2) Do we say that in the New Testament there ~ | 


is no record of women being deacons and elders? 
Two things may be said: first, what about 
Phoebe? Second, if it be true that there were 
no women deacons-and elders in Bible times, 
does that mean that God will never call women 
to these offices? How can one be sure of this? 


(3) Do we say that Paul’s instructions about 
the qualifications for elders and deacons imply 
that they are men? (cp. I Tim. 3:2-10). He cer- 
tainly speaks in terms of the male sex. But it 
may be said that this does not necessarily limit 
it to males, for we also use the male gender 
when both sexes are spoken of. But does he not 
say, “the husband of one wife’? He does, but 
perhaps Paul was excluding polygamists, not 
women. Surely we do not want to be too literal- 
istic! If we are, the “husband of one wife” would 
exclude all unmarried men from being deacons, 
elders or ministers. 


We would like to see clear Bible evidence 


presented to the effect that no woman can ever ~ 
be a deacon or an elder, if any one can produce ~ 


it. We know of no such statement in the Bible. 
Even if we granted that all of the early deacons 
and elders were men, we feel that it is pre- 


sumptious to say that God will never call and | 
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male persons. And this masculine Triune God 


God calls 
whom he wills, when he wills, and who are we 
to say to what offices he may call them? 


qualify women for these offices. 


For this reason the Committee favored a 
change in The Book of Church Order. It felt 


that our church would be wise if it rescinded the 
church-made restriction against women being 
ordained as deacons and elders. If the Spirit 
of God should call women to those offices, who 
are we, by our rules, to prevent them from 
serving? 


“On The Position of Women 
in The Church’’ 


By The Reverend Gabriel Abdullah 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Jacksonville 6, Florida 


This report of the Committee on the position 


of women in the Church indicates much 


thought and careful study of the issues involved. 
The Standing Committee on Bills and Over- 
tures recommends the Moderator of the last 
assembly to make a thorough Biblical study of 
the issues involved. One request of Suwannee 
Presbytery on the question of women speaking 
in Church courts, and the other request of the 
Presbytery of Granville for the General Assembly 
to take the proper and necessary steps to amend 
“The Book of Church Order” to provide for 
the eligibility of women to hold the offices of 
Ruling Elder and Deacon in the congregations 
of the Presbyterian Churches in the United 
States on a permissive basis. As good as this 
study may be it is not in my opinion thorough 
—it is only the continuation of a study begun 
in the organization of the Old ‘Testament 
Church, and which continued in the first cen- 
tury New Testament Church and has come to 
the forefront in our own Presbyterian Church 


periodically since 1880. 


To this study I should like to add my obser- 
vations. I seek only in this study to assist this 
capable committee to formulate a right answer 
to the mentioned overtures. But there is one 
infallible rule of faith and practice - the Scrip- 
tures, and one “infallible rule of interpretation 
of Scripture - the Scripture itself; and therefore, 
when there is a question about the true and 
full sense of any Scripture, (which is not mani- 
fold, but one) it may be searched and known 


by other places that speak more clearly.” This’ 


statement is in the Confession of Faith, (Ch. 1, 
Sec. 9). 


The Scripture begins with the statement “In 
the beginning God . . ” We have come 
to know this God to be God the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost. One God, three persons, three 


said, “Let us make man in our image 


en the Lord God formed man of 
dust from the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a 
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forget this, my son,” 


living being.’’ It came to pass, in the course of 
time, to alleviate man’s loneliness, that “the 
Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the 
man, and while he slept took one of his ribs 
and closed up its place with flesh; and the 
rib which the Lord God had taken from the 
man he made into a woman. 


“A woman is of man - a rib of a man, never 
my mother would often 
say to me as a youngster. “She is not as strong 
as a man so be gentle with her” she would 
remind me when sister and I would get in a 
strong and heated argument and sometimes as 
children we would fight. 


The report speaks of few women who occu- 
pied positions of leadership among God’s peo- 
ple. In the Old Testament “Deborah” Judges 
4:4 and Huldah the prophetess, II Kings 22:14ff. 
And in the New Testament of Phoebe a dea- 
coness Rom. 16:1, of Priscilla and her husband, 


Acts 18:26, and the four daughters of Phillip 


who prophesied, Acts 21:9. Such women who 
have prayed and prophesied in public worship 
have always been in the Church. There have 
been and I pray there will always be excep- 
tional and gifted women in the Church, but 
nowhere is there in the Scripture where there 
ever was a woman Elder. The office and work 
of the Elder today dates back to Genesis where 
the term referred for the most part to age and 
progressively connoted leadership and authority 
among the people. They were recognized as 
respected leaders and emissaries of the Israelites. 


The references in Exodus 3:16-18; 4:29; 17: 
5-6; 19:7; 24:1,9; Leviticus 4:15 and 9:1; Num- 
bers 11:16-17, 24, 25 are convincing that the 
office and work of an Elder are ordained by 


God. And in the New Testament Church we 


find confirmation that the time-honored and 
God-given office was being continued and rec- 
ognized. 

God was clear during the period of organiza- 
tion of His Church in specifying to Moses in 
Exodus 22:29 “ . The firstborn of your 
sons you shall give to me.” Let us take notice 
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that God asked specifically for ‘the first-born 
of your sons”; He did not ask for the first-born 
of the. daughters. 


Our Lord Jesus exalted womanhood when He, 
as God incarnate, was born of a woman. He 
chose twelve male Apostles to serve with Him 
in the ministry of instruction and the leader- 
ship of the believers. 


As concerning Paul’s writings we may point | 


to the fact that the Church through the Ages 
has found that God has spoken and continues 
to speak through all of Paul’s letters. We have 
the testimony of God’s Spirit in our hearts tell- 
ing us so. Let us not fear to trust the Scriptures, 
for we follow the saints who through the ages 
have proved them in life and found them true. 


Paul did much to lift the status of women 
in various cultures. His statement that “there 
is neither male nor female in Christ” classifies 
him as a radical in his time. He gave a much 
larger place to women than they ever had be- 
fore. Women in his view, a view partly Jewish 
and partly liberated by his understanding of 
the mind of Christ, were to be considered as 
human beings whose personalities were of su- 
preme worth before God. This was a revolu- 
tionary idea then, and across the centuries it 
has done much, both directly and indirectly, 
to lift the status of women in the world. Yet 
Paul wrote in I Cor. 11. “But I would have 
you know, that the head of every man is Christ, 
the head of a woman is her husband, and the 
head of Christ is God. . . a a 
is the image and glory of God; but woman is 
the glory of man. (For man was not made 
from woman, but woman from man. Neither 
was man created for woman, but woman for 
man.) ’’—I Cor. 11:3, 7, 8, & 9. 


While Paul, who wrote the inspired passage 
of Galatians 3:28 which reads “. . there is 
neither male nor female; for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus,” also wrote the inspired passages 
of I Corinthians 14:33-35 which reads “The 
women should keep silence in the churches. 
For they are not permitted to speak, but should 
be subordinate, as even the law says .. . 
For it is shameful for a woman to speak in 
church.” 


Why does Paul not permit women to speak 
in the church at Corinth? His reasons are given 
in verses 34 and 35. It is apparent that Paul 
forbade women to speak for two reasons. The 
first was that it was against the law. Did he 
mean the law of Moses, the law of the land, 
or the law of nature? The second reason was 
that it was shametulor a woman to speak in 
church. Did he mean that it did not become 
her, that she would be out of character, out of 
place to speak in the church? It is a shame to 
take a beautiful race horse, a horse born for 
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racing, trained for racing, and make him plow 
corn. It is also a shame to invest a lot of money, 
time, and patience in training a horse to race 
which was made to plow. It is a shame to 
waste talent which may be used profitably in 


other pursuits. It is manifest in how many ways — 


that woman is better adapted than man for 
much work which needs doing today at home 
and abroad. There is much work for women 
—“rescue work” for example—which women do 
best. 


The woman’s heart and sympathetic nature has 
often given her a power over degraded men 
which men can never wield. A woman is man’s 
helpmate, man’s companion, man’s wife, the 
mother of his and her children. A helper fit 
for man. A woman is of man, taken from his 
side. A woman is made to be loved. 


It is a shame for a woman to teach or have 


authority over man, and to allow this is to do 
_ violence to the plain teachings of God’s word. 


Let us not dodge the fundamental order of 
importance suggested by Paul that“God is head 
of Christ, Christ is head of man, and man is 
head of woman.” “Let a woman learn in silence 
with all submissiveness. I permit no woman 
to teach or to have authority over man; she is 
to keep silent.’”” Thus writes the Apostle Paul 
in I Timothy 2:11-12, inspired of God, and re- 
corded for us in our only infallible rule for 
faith and practice. This is a directive of God, 
and like all His directives, it is a directive of 
love for the good of His church and her mem- 
bers. And this directive of God, as always, has 
the woman’s interest at heart. It is for her sex’s 
sake. 


A wise woman told me in Montreat: ‘As for 
myself, I insist I should keep silence in the 
church.” 


A minister attending the meeting of the Gen- 
eral Assembly in Montreat, told of seeing a 
picture of a “Bobby-sox Elder,’ she was elected 
an elder in a denomination that permits the 
ordination of women. | 


A girl student at Montreat College agrees 
she would far rather be the wife of an elder than 
to be an elder. 


Eight girls agreed that men ought to be 
elders—“It makes them feel better.”’ 


Women have never publicly given the bread 
and wine of the Supper. There is no masculine 
“priestism,” in this however, or in the restrain- 
ing of the woman from the office of the public 
teacher. “But they are often better qualified 
to teach, than the man who stands up to teach 
them.’ Perhaps, but such hard cases make bad 
law. The salutary, seemly, general binding rule 
gives the man the conduct of the worship in 
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the congregation, and the worship includes the 
teaching and the Supper. | 


Let all things be done decently and in order. 
Let the Word of God be the Assembly’s answer 
to the presbyteries of Suwannee and Granville. 
And let the Word of God’s love be the women’s 
answer to the church, and their joy and privi- 
lege, and glory to obey. Let women refuse to 
disobey the injunction of Scripture. Let them 
insist on the right to keep silence and on their 
men’s right to speak. Let them stir the men 
up to take their rightful place in the church and 
as men to wield their authority in the church. 
This is the ideal, and it will be a better day 
for the church and Kingdom when men shall 
take their places as men and women will retain 


their places as women. It is the ideal, yes, and 


today we fall far short of it, but with Christ 
as our Leader, and in His mind and Spirit, let 
us press toward this high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus. 


ANGLERS 


THE GRADE A PERSONAL WORKER 


The highest type of Personal Evangelism we 
are calling “Grade A.” It is presenting Jesus 
Christ by name. It is telling of His claim, His love 
and His power. It will require, as a rule, a private 
interview. It will call for prayer with and for 
your prospect. It will bring out your New Testa- 
ment to meet his questions concerning his soul’s 
obvious need. It will bring you to tell your prospect 
what Jesus means to you, how He helps you to 
overcome, how He fills your own heart with 
strength and happiness. It will cause you to con- 
fess your own weakness and sin that persists in 
your own heart, while at the same time you are 
waging a winning fight and will ultimately tri- 
umph, according to God’s promise, which you as 
a child of God have a right to claim. It will require 
you to show that you are trusting not in any merit 
or strength of your own, but only in the righteous- 
ness of Jesus Christ your Saviour, who has by His 
shed blood upon the cross made provision for the 
washing away of your sin, as well as that of your 
prospect. This is the big event - the Grade A. You 
may start on C, and work awhile on B, but you 
will not be satisfied until you have done the highest 
of all service: the winning of a lost soul to Jesus! 


That is Grade A. 


At one of the Personal Work noon luncheons, 
described in lesson No. 156, an elder arose and 
volunteered for Grade C work. He said he had 


not intended to volunteer for Personal Work be- 


cause it was something he had never done, and 
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he felt that he was too old now to begin it; but 
as Grade C meant only to invite someone to 
church he would do that - and, too, he would pray 
before starting out, as suggested. Prayer had been 
made that the Holy Spirit would direct the “draw- 
ing.” The elder drew a card bearing the name 
of his competitor in business, one who had by 
clever business methods captured many of his cus- 
tomers. Although acquainted, he had not spoken 


- to the man in several years, because there was ill 


feeling. It was a hard assignment, but true to his 
pledge (before drawing) upon returning from the 
luncheon he bowed his head at his desk and asked 
the Lord to bless the visit. Going to his competitor’s 
store, he learned that the man had not come down 
to business that day, but was confined to his home 
with a severe cold. The elder decided to call at 
the man’s house that evening on his way home. 
He was met at the door by the man’s wife, who 
looked surprised, but directed him to her husband’s 


_ bedroom door. 


Now listen to the elder’s story as he told it next 
day at the noon luncheon. 


‘When I came to his door and saw him sitting 
there, just looking out the window, something 
said to me, “You’ve got something for this man 
better than merely inviting him to church.’ It 
scared me and thrilled me, too. The Something 
that spoke to me seemed to take possession of me. 
The man looked up, surprised of course to see 
me, but greeted me kindly and asked me to take 


_a seat. I said, ‘Neighbor, I am ashamed of myself 


for I am a coward, and came here intending only 
to invite you to come to the special services going 
on at our church; but I have a far more important 
invitation for you than that. I’m inviting you to 
accept the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour!’ ” 


The elder paused here to say, “Folks I could 
hardly believe it was I saying it, and yet I felt 
very happy in it, and strangely calm. The sick 
man looked away for an instant; then he turned 
to me and said, ‘I believe the Lord sent you. When 
you came in [| was just sitting here thinking. To- 
day I have had more time than usual to think 
about something else besides business. And I’ve 
been wondering what is next? for me. This ill- 
ness has reminded me that I can’t live on and on. 
I have succeeded in business, have educated my 
children at the best universities and they are mar- 
ried and in their own, homes; I have a luxurious 
home here, but only my wife and the servants to 
occupy this big house. It is all coming to an end 
sooner or later - and I’ve been wondering, What 
then ?’ 


“He had an appealing look in his eyes as he 
turned to me and said, almost in a whisper, ‘Won’t 
you pray for me?’ Folks, I just dropped right 
down on my knees by that man’s chair and I poured 
out my heart to God for him, as I never prayed 
before in my life. If you had told me yesterday 
morning I would be doing such a thing as that - 


and for that man, my competitor - I would have 
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Lesson No. 158 
| 


thought you were crazy. I could hardly believe 
it was my voice praying; seemed like it was Some- 
thing praying through me; I never heard myself 
sound like that before. When | said ‘Amen’ | saw 
tear drops on the arm of his chair, as his head 
was bowed. He looked up and stuck out his hand 
and grasped mine - and, Folks! can vou believe it? 
he accepted Jesus Christ as his Saviour right then 
and there! Don’t you know I’m happy; I just 
wish you could hold my heart in your hand and 
see it beat!” 


As he told his story, I noticed people all around 
the lunch table lifting their handkerchiefs to their 
eyes; and the pastor, whose seat was next to mine, 
bowed his head on the table and was audibly thank- 
ing God. He told me afterward that this one 
incident was worth more to his people than all the 
expense and work getting up the meeting. 


This of course is outstanding, but is just one 
of many cases where | have seen a nominal church 
member advance from C. to A. 


(Next lesson: Assimilating new converts 
into church life.) 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 


By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, October 7, Jeremiah 31:31-34. As total 
destruction comes upon the land, God holds out 
hope for the future. Jeremiah buys a field at 
Anathoth (c.32). The people will return from 
exile (30:1-3). But more than this, there is a 
promise of a New Covenant (31:31-34). 
will the New Covenant mean in terms of the 
peoples’ relationship with God (vv.31-34) ? How 
will God look upon their sins (vv.34b,37) ? What 
will the New Covenant mean in their personal 
lives (vv.12-14,25) ? How will it affect their con- 
duct (vv.9,33)? The people will be ruled by a 
prince (30:21) like unto David (30:9). How does 
this picture of the New Covenant compare with 
what we have in Christ? How many of the spiritual 
blessings mentioned in today’s passage have you 
found in your Christian faith (vv.9,12-14,25,31- 
34) ? 


Monday, October 8, Psalm 1. Observe that the 
“blessed” man of v.1 does not refuse to associate 
with sinners, but he does refuse: 
their advice, (b) to do the evil things they do, 
(c) to entertain the attitudes and language they 
employ. When Jesus associated with publicans 
and sinners, did He ever compromise His own 
integrity in doing so? What is the end of the man 
who “goes along with the crowd” (vv.5-6) ? What 
is he like (v.4)? In what does the “blessed”? man 
delight (v.2) ? What is his relation to God (v.6) ? 
How does he fare as he lives his life in this 
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What 


(a) to heed | 


world (v.3)? Does v.3 characterize your inner 1 


life? If vou are not living a happy, fruitful Chris- 
tian life, could it be that you are following too 
closely in the ways of ungodly associates ? 


Tuesday, October 9, Psalm 8. The Psalmist 
gives praise to God for His creation (Genesis 
one). In this Psalm we behold the work of 
creation from man’s point of view and in Genesis 
one from God’s point of view. How did God look 
upon His creation (Gen. 1:31)? Try to imagine 
what was involved in each act of creation (Gen. 
1 :4,10,12,16-18,21,25) ? As the Psalmist beholds 
all the wonders of God’s creation, what thoughts 
come to his mind (v.4)? What position was man 
given in relation to God’s other creations (Gen. 
1:26; Psalm 8:6-8) ? What position was he given 
before God (Gen. 1:26a; Psalm 8:5)? A “‘little 
lower than the angels’ means “a little lower than 
God.” Are you aware of the place you have in 
the sight of God among all His creation? Do you 


praise Him for forming you in His very image 


(see Hebrews 1:2-3) ? 


W ednesday, October 10, Psalm 15. Two ques- 
tions are asked in v.1 and their answers given in 
vv.2-5. The Lord, as ‘‘Master of the house, is 
asked on what terms He extends hospitality to 
the guests’’* (v.1) ? What is expected of one’s inner 
life if he is to walk with God (v.2)? Does an 
impure heart break your fellowship with God? 


What is expected of one’s dealings with others 


(vv.3,5)? Notice that neither praises the 
wicked rich (v.4+) nor oppresses the innocent 
poor’* (v.5). Is it contradictory for one’s social 
conduct to play a vital role in the terms required 
for fellowship with God? Is your social conduct 
a hindrance to a steadfast fellowship with God 
(v.5b) ? 


Thursday, October 11, Psalm 23. The theme of 
this beloved Psalm is set forth in the first verse. 
What results in the life of the Psalmist because 
the Lord is his Shepherd (v.1)? Verses 2-6 de- 
velop the theme of v.1. Think of each truth in 
vv.2-6 in terms of the Lord Jesus who called 
Himself the Good Shepherd (John 10:11,14). 
What statements did Jesus make that substantiate 
the statements of vv.2-3? Have you experienced 
a special closeness of the Lord when death’ has 
been near (v.4)? What aspects of His ministry 
give you confidence that He can carry you 
through the valley of the shadow (see Romans 
8 :36-39; Heb. 4:15)? With Christ your cup can 
overflow even in the most distressing circumstances 
(v.5). 
vour walk with Christ? Can you say that because 
the Lord Jesus is your shepherd, you lack nothing? 


Friday, October 12, Psalm 27. The author finds 
himself in an atmosphere of treachery and violence 
(vv.2-3,12). Read through these verses to discover 
what you can of the exact nature of his difficul- 


*Scroggie, W. G., Psalms, Vol. I, p. 103. London: 
Pickering & Inglis Ltd., 1948. | 
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real worship. 


ties. Now study the Psalm on your own to dis- 
cover how thoroughly God met his need for physical 
protection as well as how intimately He met the 
innermost longings of his soul. The Lord is 
strength (v.1b), but He is also light (v.la). The 
Lord is mighty in battle (vv.2-3), but he is also 
full of beauty (v.4) and loving, tender care 
(vv.5,10). Notice the confidence (vv.2-3),' the 
faith (v.13) and courage (v.14) that the Psalmist 
finds in the Lord. Do you find in this Psalm any 
prayers or desires that you would like to express 
to the Lord on your behalf today (notice vv.4,8-9, 


Hike 


Saturday, October 13, Psalm 119:41-48. This 
Psalmist was utterly dedicated to the Word of the 


Lord. What thought does v.44 emphasize con- 
cerning the way in which he kept God’s law? Was 
this unwavering obedience to the will of God a 
difficult, burdensome thing for the Psalmist 
(v.45)? Why was it not difficult (vv.47-48) ? 
Was he ashamed to speak of his God to others — 
(v.46)? Why was he not ashamed (vv.47-48) ? 
How did the Psalmist’s reliance on God’s Word 
in time of trouble reveal the depths of his confi- 
dence in the Word (vv.42-43)? Think through 
all the verbs in vv.41-48 that reveal the Psalmist’s 
devotion tc God’s Law: “trust” in thy word, 
“hope” in thy ordinances, “‘keep” thy law, “sought” 
thy precepts, etc. What do these words reveal 
to you of your own personal dedication to the 


Word of 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR OCTOBER 7 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Lhe Creation Story 


Background Scripture: Genesis 1:1 - 2:3 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 104 :24-33 


In verse 34 of Psalm 104 we have these words: “My meditation of him shall be sweet.” ‘There are 


many of these ‘Nature Psalms.” 


Eastern people, especially the Hebrews, saw God in Nature. As they 


vazed up into the heavens at night, or looked on the wonders they saw all about them every day, they 


thought of God as both Creator and Preserver and Ruler of the Universe. 


These thoughts were very 


sweet to them. They saw His Power, Wisdom, and Goodness, (Love expressing itself) in the beauties 


and glory of sun, moon, and stars, and earth. To 
see God in nature and to meditate upon Him was 
To the heathen, these objects of 
nature became gods. “lo the Jews they were His 
handiwork, and the evidence of the True and 
Living God Who created them : the heavens de- 
clared the glorv of God and the earth showed His 
handiwork, “Forever singing as they shine, The 
hand that made us is divine.” 


_ “The earth is full of thy riches.” These words 

meant much to the writer of the 104th Psalm. 
How much more do they mean to us today! We 
are beginning to see how rich the world is. It 
is only in recent years that men have discovered 
some of the hidden resources of the world. The 
tremendous deposits of coal, iron, and oil; the 
power of steam and electricity; the power of the 
A-bomb and the H-bomb. Even waste and desert 
lands sometimes hide most valuable minerals. The 
earth is full of Thy riches. I wish to emphasize 
these last two words. Man often behaves as 
though all this wealth belonged to him. He for- 
gets the Creator and Owner. Man has not only 
forgotten God and His ownership, but he has 
abused these ‘riches untold.” These things be- 
came the object of his covetousness and greed, and 
have been often used to curse the earth by destroy- 
ing or oppressing mankind. 
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Just to take the latest discovery, Atomic Power. 
So far it is being developed almost exclusively 
as a weapon to be used in the “next war.’ Is it 
possible, or even probable, that the human race 
will be destroyed by the misuse of this great 
power? Just yesterday thousands of men and 
women were evacuated from most of our large 
cities as imaginary bombs were dropped from the 
skies. Sometimes, also, the riches of the earth 
incite men to commit terrible crimes. Men will 
not only steal, but kill, in their lust for riches. 


Our lesson, ‘““The Creation Story,” may be di- 
vided into three parts as we notice the three times 
the word, “create” is used: First, in a general 
way, when it speaks of the creation of the universe; 
“In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth”; second, in connection with the bring- 
ing forth of life, or living creatures, in verse 21; 


“And God created great whales, and every living 


creature that moveth”; third, when man was cre- 
ated: “So God created man in his own image.” 
To “create” is to make out of nothing. The 
other words used signify making, ordering, or 


apportioning. 


Before taking up these divisions in more detail, 
I wish to use very freely the material found on 
Genesis in the New Analytical Bible published 
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by John A. Dickson, an edition which I find most 
helpful. ‘In some respects this is the most re- 
markable book in the Bible. The first announce- 
ment is the greatest that can be uttered - the fact 
of the being and creative power of God. The Bible 
begins with the truth of God, that God is, that 
there is one God, and that he is the Creator of 
the universe, that the latter is not self-existent. 


“The same is true of man. He was not only 
made by God, but in the image of God, the supreme 
creative act of God. 


“Thus we have the three great basic facts —_ 


the fact of God, man created by God, the genesis 
of the moral history of man. The fourth great 
fact gives us the foundation of the whole Biblical 
system — the first promise of a Redeemer for 
the salvation of a fallen race. (3:15). Thus does 
the book of Genesis in the first three chapters 
furnish the groundwork for all that is to follow. 
“This brief statement makes clear two things: 
That the design of the Bible is to reveal the 
Divine plan of redemption in Jesus Christ. The 
other fact is that the understanding of the Bible 
requires a knowledge of the book of Genesis.” 


This account in Genesis does away with both 
Pantheism, which declares that all is God, and 
also with Materialism. “From every consideration, 
Biblical and scientific alike, the theories of Pan- 
theism and Materialism break down.” 


When we note the plural form of the name 
of God with a singular verb, the idea of trinity 
and unity is suggested. When we combine this 
with what John says about the creative work of 
the Word, (Christ), and the fact stated in Genesis 
that “the Spirit of God moved upon the face of 
the waters,” we see the doctrine of the Triune God 
revealed. 


There is a progressive development in creation. 
This is the truth of Genesis and the truth of 
science as well. This development is from the 
lower to the higher. It begins at the bottom of 
the scale and proceeds upwards. “It is impossible 
to read this marvelous sketch, the account of 
creation condensed into a single brief chapter, 
without realizing that God alone by the Holy 
Spirit could have communicated this outline of 
the creative work the truth of which is supported 
in the twentieth century, and that no human 
being in that early day could have framed.” 


This first chapter of Genesis and the first 
chapter of the Gospel of John should be read 
together: 


In the beginning God - 
In the beginning was the Word. 


Created the heavens and the earth. 
All things were created by him. 
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And God said, Let there be light. 
That was the true Light. _ 


Let us make man in our image. 


And the Word was made flesh. 


Let me call your attention to the word trans- 
lated “firmament” in our King James Version, 
which should be translated “the expanse above 
the earth.” The word in the Hebrew does not 
mean something firm and solid, but “something 
that is very thin, extended, spread out; just the 
best word that could be chosen to signify the 
atmosphere.” 


We will now take up the three divisions of 
this chapter as indicated by the use of the word 
“create.” 


I. The Beginning of all existence: the Creation 
of the Universe; verse one: “In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth.” 


This general statement would include the whole 
universe, the magnitude of which exceeds all 
imagination. With our naked eyes we can see 


enough to make us marvel at its grandeur and 


beauty. With our greatest telescopes we can 
penetrate further into its mysteries and glory. The 
old saying that “the undevout astronomer is mad” 
is certainly true. Even the ‘“‘star-gazers” without 
the aid of instruments stand amazed at the glory 
and beauty and vastness of the sky above them. 
How must we feel when we behold all of this 
magnified a thousand times! No wonder the 
Psalmist exclaims, The heavens declare the glory 
of God and the firmament showeth his handiwork. 


From verse one to verse twenty we see God 
making a beautiful world fit to be inhabited by 
the animal creation. This is sometimes called 
“mediate creation,’ and let us note that all is 
done by the word, or command of God. “And 
God said, Let there be light; and there was 
light.” “And God said, Let there be an expanse 
above the earth,” and God made that expanse. 
Even in this “mediate creation,’ the making, or 
reforming, or placing of things out of existing 
materials, it is God Who does the “making,” Our 
Catechism puts it thus: The work of creation is, 


’ God’s making all things of nothing, by the word 


of his power, in the space of six days, and all 
very good. The psalmist says, (33:6), By the 
word of the Lord were the heavens made. 


II. The Beginning of all 21-25: 
The Animal Kingdom. 


In the preceding verses we had the beginning 
of all existence. Now we come to the animal 
kingdom: the great whales and living creatures 
which live in the waters of the earth; the fowl 
that fly in the sky; the cattle and creeping things 
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the message of radio and television. 


and every beast after his kind which live upon 


the earth. When we think of the extent and won- 
ders of this vast animal kingdom we begin to see 
something of the magnitude of this creative work. 
Here is a “new” development in His work of 
creation, and the distinctive word ‘create’ is again 
used, 


Il. Lhe Beginning of all Spiritual Existence: 
Creation of Man : 26-31. | 
When we come to the creation of man there 
is a distinct change: “And God said, Let us 
make man in our image, after our likeness. As 
Psalm 8 says, “For thou hast made him a little 


spiritual likeness; 


lower than the angels,’”’ (God), “and has crowned 
him with glory and honor.” Man was to be a 
“king”; to have dominion over the earth. So 
God created man in his own image, male and 
female, and God blessed them and said to them, 
Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth 

‘and have dominion. The image of God 
knowledge, righteousness, 
and holiness. And God saw all that He had cre- 
ated, and it was very good. 


Chapter 2:1-3 tells us that God rested the sev- 
enth day from all His work. This is one of the 
reasons behind the keeping of the Sabbath Day. 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 7 


Live Wire res 


Suggested Devotional Outline 


Hymn: “We Have A Story To Tell To The 
Nations” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Romans 10:10-15 

Hymn: “Ye Christian Heralds, Go Proclaim” 


Program Leader: 


When we speak of “Live Wires for Christ,” we 
are using that term in a literal sense, because we 
have reference to the live wires which send out 
In this pro- 
gram we want to discover how these media of 
modern communication can be used in the service 
of Christ. It is being claimed that radio and tele- 
vision can be used to fulfill the great commission 
to “go into all the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature.” We want to find out whether 
or not this i is an accurate claim, and if so, what we 
can do to have a share in preaching the gospel 
by these means. 


It is evident that Assembly’s Youth Council 


considered radio and television important to the 


work of the church, because they have chosen a 
phase of that work to be one of our financial 
objectives for a second year. The aspect of radio 


and television work which has been selected to 


receive our support as Presbyterian young people 
is the providing of a mobile radio and television 
studio. Before the program is over you will be 
hearing more of this mobile studio and of the 
purposes which it will serve. 


First Speaker: 


One question which we shall do well to consider 


is the kind of audience which can be _ reached 
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through our radio and television work, 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


For Christ” 


through a Christian radio and television ministry. 
If the church tries to proclaim the gospel by 
means of radio and television, who will hear it? 
In answer to this question there comes immediately 
to mind a great host of people who are truly 
unable to attend church services. In this group 
we find the sick, the aged, and those who are 
practically isolated from organized Christianity. 
These people need the hope, encouragement, and 
instruction of the gospel, and one way of providing 
them these blessings is for the church to send out 
its messaze over the live wires of radio and tele- 
vision. 


Another group we can hope to reach is made 
up of those who are not interested in Christianity 
and who never go to church at all. This is the 
evangelistic opportunity for the church to use radio 
and television. There are many more people in 
the United States who listen to radio programs 
and watch television than who attend church. If 
the church can send out a clear and appealing 
gospel message over the air ways, some of the 
indifferent and hostile multitude will be bound 
to hear it. If for no other reason, some will 
hear the message of Christ out of curiosity, and 
some of those who hear will believe and be saved. 
If even one lost soul can be reclaimed for Christ 
then it 
will be worth our while to carry it on and support 
it with our gifts. 


Second Speaker: 

Another matter which deserves our con- 
sideration is the program of radio and _tele- 
vision work which is now being carried on by 
our church. In other words, what are we doing 
already? In the first place, our church is one 
of four denominations sharing in: the work of 
the Protestant Radio and Television Center in 
Atlanta, Georgia. One of our own ministers, 
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Dr. John M. Alexander, is director of the Center. 
The Center is equipped to prepare and produce 
religious programs for the large networks. These 
have included series of sermons, Bible studies, 
Sunday school lessons, and religious dramas. 


Churches which are awake to their opportuni- 
ties can also have a helpful ministry through local 
radio and television programs. Nearly every local 
station is willing to sell, and often to give, time 
to the churches of the community for religious 
programs, provided that the programs are of credit- 
able quality. This local ministry accounts for daily 
devotional services and the broadcast of Sunday 
church services in many communities. (This would 
be a good place to have a discussion about the 
number and quality of Christian radio and tele- 
vision programs which are available in your area.) 


Third Speaker: 

As was pointed out by our program leader, one 
of the primary aims of this program is to give 
information about the Mobile Radio and Television 
Studio which is our fourth financial objective for 
1956. Just what is it? It will consist of an auto- 
mobile, a trailer, and all the basic equipment found 
in a radio and television studio, such as television 
cameras, lights, recording equipment, microphones, 
etc. Who will use it? It will be used by the staff 
of the Protestant Radio and ‘Television Center. 
What purposes will the mobile studio serve? For 
one thing, it will enable the staff of the center 
to conduct training programs among. religious 
leaders in local communities. The previous speaker 
indicated that it is important that Christian pro- 
grams originating in local stations be of high qual- 
ity. The mobile studio will be used as a class room 
to teach ministers and others how to produce bet- 
ter religious programs. 


Another purpose which the studio will serve is 
to enable the staff to make on the spot recordings 
of sermons, services, and programs. At present, 
practically all of the program production must 
be carried on in the Atlanta studios. The mobile 
studio will make possible a wider variety of pro- 
grams, and should lead to greater interest. 


Program Leader: 


We have heard a brief description of our 


church’s venture into the field of radio and tele- 
vision. We have seen something of the opportuni- 
ties which are awaiting this kind of ministry, and 
we have been told of the part which we can have 
in this work through our gifts. As we hear the 
voice of our church proclaiming the good news of 
Jesus Christ over the live wires of radio and tele- 
vision, we can be glad that we have had a share 
in it. 

(Receive the offering at this time, or explain 
that a share of your benevolent budget has been 
set aside for this objective. ) 


Prayer of Dedication 


Hymn: “I Love To Tell The Story” 


PAGE 20 


Pastors and Missionaries 
Plead for 
Jewish Christians 


One pastor from Ger- 
many writes: “I plead 
on behalf of 62 semi- 
starved Jewish fami- 
lies. Help us to feed 
them. I beg you to help 


A veteran Hebrew 
Christian missionary 
pleads on behalf of 
Jewish converts: 
“Please remember my 
apikiien children in Jugoslavia and in 
Israel. Send them food. They are in 
great need of help.” 


One of our workers in the Holy Land 
writes: “Many of our faithful Hebrew 
Christians are in great need and our 
relief funds are exhausted. Elderly 
Hebrew Christians are unable to earn 
their living. They plead with us to help 
them. Please appeal to American 
Christians to help us!” 


We do indeed plead for the prayerful 
support of Hebrew Christians who fre- 
quently become outcasts because of 
their confession of Christ as Messiah 
and Saviour. For His sake many lose 
father, mother, brother and sister, and 
even their livelihood. 


Pray for our work and workers in 
Europe and in Israel. Please send your 
gift to help us support little children 
and the elderly kinsmen of our Lord. 
The need is very great. Send your 
gift to: 


THE 
INTERNATIONAL HEBREW 
CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. JAcosB PELtTz, Pu.B., B.D. 


Secretary 


U.S.A.: 


5630-N North Campbell Ave., 
Chicago 45, Illinois 


Canada: 


91-N Bellevue Avenue 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


© 
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Work 


Great Thoughts for Grave Times 


“This is my Father’s world: 

O, let me ne’er forget 

That though the wrong seem oft so strong, 
God is the Ruler yet.” 


“It is not what happens to us that matters most; 
it is our reaction to what happens to us that mat- 
ters. .. . If it could not possibly bring blessedness, 
if no possible reaction could make it work out for 
good, it would not be allowed, by a good God, 
to befall us.” 


“Every bit of sorrow and calamity we are called 


upon to endure can be used to buy back from the 
universe something greater in measure of blessed- 
ness than the measure of woe.” 


“If great trials are avoided, great deeds also 
remain undone; and in hugging a miserable sense 


of security, the possibility of nobleness is utterly © 


lost.” 


“They that can give up essential liberty to obtain 
a little temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor 
safety.” 


“This measure of calamity must ‘ee less than the 
measure of God’s ability to deal with it ade- 
quately.” 


“God will win whether we win or lose. So in 
God, if we remain loyal to Him, the victory will 
be ours.’ 

“Call unto me and I will answer thee and show 
thee great and mighty things which thou knowest 
not.” 


A Moment With the Master 


I hear our Lord’s invitation: | 
Come ye apart ... and rest awhile. 
Come unto me...and I will rest you. 


My heart responds: 

Yea, Lord, I come. 
in Thee. 

“Take from my soul the strain and stress and 
let my ordered life confess the beauty of Thy 
peace” - that peace which knows no fear, 
no fret, no friction. 


I am restless until I rest 


How comforting to hear Jesus’ words: 


Daughter, be of good cheer, I have overcome the 


world. 
Peace I leave with you, my peace, I give unto you. 


With Paul I would answer: 


Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift! | 


Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace 
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with God through our Lord Jesus Christ... 
He is our peace... 


In the presence of such a Saviour, I confess my 
sins and pray: 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew 
a right spirit within me. 


And declare my faith as did Job: 
I know that Thou canst do everything, and that 
no thought can be withholden from Thee. 


Again I hear Jesus’ reassuring words: 
With God all things are possible. I will make 
you to become fishers of men. Go tell my 
brethren. Ye shall be witnesses unto me. 


And I offer unto Him my prayer of re-dedication: 


To tell the story of God’s great, redeeming love 
is my desire, Oh, Lord. I come anew to Thee 
asking that Thou wilt make me become a faithful 
intercessor, a witness with power, a worker filled 
with Thy Spirit. Teach me, O God, the disciplines 
of patience that the fruit of love may ever be 
patience, and kindness in word and in thought. May 
my strength not be dissipated by discourtesies or 
un-Christian thinking or any disobedience to Thee. 
In newness of spirit may my love to Thee and to 
all people abound yet more and more that my life 
may be filled with the fruits of His righteousness, 
which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and 
praise of God. In His Name, Amen. 


A Thank You 


Five of us from the Lakeside Presbyterian Church 
have just finished the Area Laboratory School held 
at Ginter Park Presbyterian Church here in Rich- 
mond. We wish to express our appreciation to the 
Board of Women’s Work and the Women of the 
Church for giving part of your 1956 Birthday 
prea, for this work in training teachers in our 

urch, 


It is a wonderful experience to see outstanding 
teachers teach a group of boys and girls. There 
are many lay teachers who never see the correct 
way of teaching except through such opportunities 
as a Lab School. I feel that the quality of teaching 
in our churches over the Assembly will improve 
because of those who attended these Lab Sschools 
and have been challenged to do a much better job 
as they returned to their local churches. 


Mildred Wilson 


Faith in Five Tongues 


Two missionaries, a Taiwanese pastor, and their 
assistants, learned recently on Taiwan that five 
languages are sometimes better than one. Visiting 
a little bamboo church in a mountain village of 
the aborigines, they conveyed the gospel message 
piecemeal. One of the missionaries could speak 
English and Taiwanese, the other English and 
Mandarin. The pastor could speak Taiwanese, a 
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little Mandarin, and Japanese. Their assistants 
could speak Taiyal, understood by all of the tribes- 
people, and each of them had some knowledge of 
at least one of the other languages. By consider- 
able word juggling, the message passed from lip 
to lip and reached listeners. 


More than a hundred churches have been erected 
in the mountains by the people of five tribes. The 
gospel spreads like a prairie fire, carried from vil- 
lage to village, by laymen and laywomen. 


Stewardship 


A good church member works for and through 
the church, even as he works outside for the 
church, to redeem his pledge of faith and love. 
He offers the skill of his hands, his professional 
talents, the gifts of his spirit and, not least, the 
superb grace of his faithfulness. He seeks with 
others a division of labor in the enterprises of the 
church so that laymen may assume such burdens 
as otherwise overtake the minister and distract him 
from his irreplaceable task. Working for God in 
His church does not substitute for living with God, 
_ but follows from it. 


—David H. Sandstrom 


News 


Opening of General Assembly’s 
Training School 


Dr. S. J. Patterson, Jr., Secretary of the Division 
of Men’s Work in the Board of Christian Education 
spoke at the opening exercises of the General As- 
sembly’s Training School on Thursday, September 
13th. An enrollment of eleven men and eighty- 
seven women was reported, with thirty-nine in the 
senior class and fifty-nine in the junior class. The 
five states having the largest numbers enrolled are: 
Virginia 20, Florida 11; North Carolina 10; South 
Carolina 8; and West Virginia 8. In addition 15 
other states are represented in the enrollment. 
There are three students who are daughters of 
missionaries, one from the Philippines and two 
from Formosa; and young women natives of Brazil, 
Ceylon and Japan. 


Although Presbyterians predominate in the stu- 
dent body, it also contains members of Baptist 
Methodist, Moravian, Episcopal and Congregational 
Christian churches. 

For the first time two couples are enrolled as 
students. They are Mr. and Mrs. Dick R. Kinser 
of Baton Rouge, La., and Mr. and Mrs. Merle I. 
Kelly of Huntington, W. Va., and Apopka, Florida. 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta—Dr. E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk of the 
General Assembly, on Thursday, Sept. 6, took a 
24-hour cruise on the aircraft carrier USS Saipan 
as guest of the Secretary of the Navy. Dr. Scott 
was one of twenty nationally known churchmen and 
the only member of Presbyterian Church, U.S., in- 
vited to take the cruise. 
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Rev. Fred L. Reeves, minister. : 


Purpose of the trip was to afford the clergymen 
an opportunity to receive first-hand insight into 
Navy life, and to give them a chance to mingle and 
talk with the officers and crews of the carrier and 
air station. 

Dr. Scott was flown by the Navy to Pensacola, 
Fla. on Wednesday, September 5, where he boarded 
the USS Saipan for the overnight cruise the fol- 
lowing day. 

Prior to embarking in the ship, the guests re- 
ceived an orientation into Naval Air Training and 


the psychological elements of the U. S. sailor and 


airman in the modern naval! establishment. 


On board ship the guests witnessed an actual 
Navy Character Education group in session. Char- 
acter Education is the Navy-wide program to 
strengthen the moral, spiritual, and religious lives 
of Navy personnel. 


The visiting ministers heard Rear Admiral Ed- 
ward B. Harp, Jr., USN, Chief of Chaplains, and 
representative of the Secretary of the Navy on the 
tour, discuss the moral and spiritual efforts being 
made by the Navy through the religious and char- 
acter guidance programs. 


The churchmen had an opportunity on this 
cruise to witness carrier flight operations and other 


activities of Navy life aboard ship. 


Atlanta—tThe Rev. Carroll R. Stegall, Jr., pastor 
of Pryor Street Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, 
Ga., was a panelist on the national telecast, Fron- 
tiers of Faith, Sept. 2. 


The controversial subject under discussion was 
faith healing. Dr. Wilbur E. Saunders, president 
of the Colgate-Rochester Divinity School in Roch- 
ester, N. Y., was co-panelist. 


ailments that were mental in origin and did not 
rule eut special instances where recovery could be 
attributed only to God’s intervention. But they 
did challenge “‘very questionable cures” of ailments 
that were fundamentally organic in cause. 


Mr. Stegall, in pleading for maximum use of 
scientific knowledge in aiding health, said, ‘‘God 
didn’t want us to be ignoramuses.” 


The program was presented by the National 


Council of the Protestant Episcopal Churches. The . 


Rev. Dana F. Kennedy, executive secretary of the 
Council’s radio and TV division was moderator for 
the program. 


LOUISIANA 


New Orleans—Ground-breaking ceremonies have 
been conducted for the new Parkway Presbyterian 
Church, to be situated in Air-Line Park, New Or- 
leans, it was announced early in September by the 


The church is expected to be organized under 
New Orleans Presbytery the latter part of this year, 
and will occupy the new building in the early part 


of 1957. 


New Orleans—Mrs. Norton Dickman, Jr., has 
been appointed director of Christian education for 
the St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church in 
New Orleans. 

A native of Wilmington, N. C., and daughter of 
a Presbyterian minister, Mrs. Dickman graduated 
from Agnes Scott College, Decatur, Ga. 

Mrs. Dickman is the wife of Dr. Norton Dick- 
man, Jr., chief resident in surgery at Charity Hos- 
pital in New Orleans. 
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_ Balance needed for 1956 


~The General Fund and 


Interchurch Agencies 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS 
January 15 - August 31, 1956 


THE GENERAL FUND AGENCIES 


Budget for 1956 — $846,581.00 
Received from Jan. 15th through © 

August 31, 1956 _ 278,459.85 
Percentage of annual budget 

received to date 32.9 
Balance needed for the year 568,121.15 


INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Budget for 1956 $21,495.00 
Received from Jan. 15th through 
August 31, 1956 8,602.68 
Percentage of annual budget 

received to date 40.00 
Balance needed for the year 12,892.32 

World Mission Receipts 

Budget for 1956 $3,300,000.00 
Receipts to date 1,908,358.18 
Percentage of annual budget 

received for 1956 57.82 


1,391,641.82 


Report on the Meeting of 
Winston-Salem Presbytery 


_ The Presbytery of Winston-Salem convened for 
its seventy-sixth Stated Meeting in the First Presby- 


terian Church of Winston-Salem September 11, — 


1956. The roll call showed 24 ministers and 28 
Ruling Elders present. The Devotional Service was 
conducted by the Rev. Ralph Underwood, Pastor 
of the Southminster Church. 


The Presbytery was called to order by the Mod- 
erator, the Rev. R. E. Hildebrandt; Rev. Troy 
Young, Pastor of the Beulah Church, was elected 
Moderator and presided during this meeting. 


The Rev. Ray E. King was received into the 
Presbytery by transfer from Orange Presbytery 
and a commission appointed to install him Pastor 
* a Fairmont Church, Lexington, September 23, 

| 


The retiring Moderator, Rev. R. E. Hildebrandt, 
preached the Communion sermon and the Sacra- 
mental Service was conducted by the Revs. P. J. 
Garrison, Jr. and Gaston Boyle. 


Mr. W. H. Neal, Chairman of the Board of the 
Consolidated College made a program report on 
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the campaign for funds and the plans for the es- 


- tablishment of the college at Laurinburg. 


The report of the Church Extension Committee 
showed most gratifying progress being made in 
this field. Most of the churches are supplied either 
with regular pastors or regular services; the salary 
scale is being increased; church properties are 
being improved. The Dellabrook Negro Mission in 
Winston-Salem presented a petition signed by 18 
persons asking to be organized into a church; a 
commission was appointed to handle this matter. 
The Rev. P. J. Garrison, Jr. is the Executive Secre- 
tary of Church Extension. 


The Board of Trustees of Glade Valley School 
press a report showing that this School has 
een making most satisfactory progress during the 
past year; it has a full enrollment of students for 
this year. The Presbytery authorized the Board 
to purchase an additional piece of property ad- 


jacent to the campus to be used for a camp site. 


The Stewardship Committee of Presbytery’s 
Council again recommended that all churches con- 
duct a “Prebudget Canvass’, and are making plans 
to have teams visit the churches to discuss this 
matter with the officers. 


The Rev. R. F. Brown, who has been without a 
regular charge for several years, was honorably 
retired. The Rev. J. Harry Whitmore offered his 
resignation as Pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Thomasville and asked that the pastoral 
relationship be dissolved; the Church concurring in 
this be request was granted and he was honorably 
retired. 


Presbytery adjourned to meet in Adjourned Ses- 
sion January 15, 1957 at a place to be selected by 
the Moderator and Stated Clerk. 


J. Harry Whitmore, 
Stated Clerk 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton—Presbyterian College in Clinton has re- 
sumed campaigning on its Diamond Jubilee De- 
velopment program which produced more than 
Mate in cash and pledges during the first nine 
months. 


According to President Marshall W. Brown, 
drives in six regions in South Caolina and Georgia 
will be conducted simultaneously during September 
and October, as Presbyterians of these two states 


who own and control the college seek to raise at 


least $750,000 for the institution during 1956. 


Just over one-half of the two-state area was 
covered during the first nine months of the cam-- 
paigning before activity was suspended during the 
vacation months of July and August. 


Preparations are well underway for campaigns 
in these four South Carolina regions: Columbia, 
including most of Congaree Presbytery; Rock Hill, 
encompassing all of Bethel Presbytery; Sumter, 
one-half of Harmony Presbytery; and Kingstree, 
the other half of Harmony Presbytery. 


Simultaneously, the program is underway in the 
Athens Presbytery region and in the Macon region, 
including approximately one-half of Augusta-Macon 
Presbytery. 3 | 


Official records show that a total of $604,716.33 
has been subscribed by 3,925 contributors during 
the first nine months, and this subscription averages 
$154.00 per contributor. 
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